
TENNESSEE’S  APPAREL INDUSTRY 
 

 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Employment (Thous) 38.2 33.1 26.1 22.0 18.9 16.9 14.2 11.2 10.0 9.2 
% Change -8.74 -13.29 -21.26 -15.69 -13.94 -10.92 -16.03 -20.90 -10.51 -8.28 
           
Output ($Millions) 1,101 1,012 667 593 502 446 398 354 314 292 
% Change 8.05 -8.08 -34.0 -11.0 -15.4 -11.13 -10.71 -11.02 -11.34 -7.07 
           
Avg. Wage ($Thous) 17.3 18.5 21.1 20.9 21.5* 23.0*     
% Change 6.9 6.9 14.0 -0.9 -3.3      
           
New Projects:           
Number of Projects 1 4 3 4 2 1     
Investment ($Mil) 2.5 4.3 5.2 4.5 1.4 1.0     
New Jobs 50 262 225 194 365 165     
           
Expansions:           
Number of Projects 41 45 24 31 27 13     
Investment ($Mil) 7.1 30.4 5.1 11.9 9.2 7.2     
New Jobs 509 413 407 206 357 196     
           
Exports ($Mil)  238.0 190.0 193.0 99.0 114.1     
% Change  -- -20.2 1.6 -48.7 15.3     
           
Top 5 Countries of Destination by 2002 Export Value ($Mil)          
 1. Mexico 29.9        
 2. Honduras 23.9        
 3. Canada 18.7        
 4. Costa Rica 15.6        
 5. Dominion Republic 8.7        
*2001 & 2002 average wage based on NAICS.   2002 projected. 
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TOP TWENTY EMPLOYERS 
Company City County Employees 



Levi Strauss & Co. Powell Knox 1.000 
Hardwick Clothes Inc. Cleveland Bradley 500 
Tennier Industries Inc. Huntsville Scott 400 
American Uniform Co. Cleveland Bradley 380 
Robinson Manufacturing Co. Dayton Rhea 375 
Bike Athletic Co. Knoxville Knox 350 
Angelica Image Apparel Corp. Savannah Hardin 300 
VF Imagewear Inc. Nashville Davidson 300 
VF Workwear Wartburg Morgan 300 
Tennessee Apparel Corp. Tullahoma Coffee 250 
Colerich Custom Clothes Inc. Knoxville Knox 200 
Fechheimer-Martin Plant Martin Weakley 200 
Intex Supply Co. Alcoa Blount 200 
Volunteer Knit Apparel Inc. New Tazewell Claiborne 200 
Angelica Uniform Group Collinwood Wayne 180 
Selmer Apparel LLC Selmer McNairy 180 
W S W Co. of Sharon Inc. Sharon Weakley 180 
Bristol Products Corp. Bristol Sullivan 175 
Mid-South Manufacturing Co. Jackson Madison 175 
Santini Corp. Leoma Lawrence 175 
 
 


